Cultural Diplomacy Research Journal i
Vol. 2, No. 8, Winter 2025, pp. 55-76

‘ . |

Research Paper

CrossMark

From Theory to Practice: Utilizing Paradiplomacy in Representing
the Discourse of Iran Studies-
@ 10.22034/CDRJ.2026.544455.1054

Mohammadreza Dehshiri
Professor, Faculty of International Relations, Department of International Relations, Tehran, Iran

m.dehsiri@sir.ac.ir 0000-0001-8223-3358
Maryam Khaleghinezhad

University Lecturer and Postdoctoral Fellow in Political Science, Tehran, Iran (Correspondence author)
khaleghinezhad.m@gmail.com 0000-0002-3174-8287
@ Received: 31 August 2025 Accepted: 31 January 2026

ABSTRACT

This article examines the role of cultural paradiplomacy in redefining the discourse
of Iran ology as an interdisciplinary field that is influenced by Orientalist and
homogenizing narratives. Given the challenges of representing Iranian identity in
the global arena, the present study seeks to answer the question of how cultural
paradiplomacy can redefine the discourse of Iran ology in a dynamic and
polyphonic way through non-state actors and international networks. The article
draws on Stuart Hall’s theory of representation, which analyzes the social
construction of meaning within the framework of discourses of power. In Hall’s
view, cultural representation is not a reflection of reality, but an active process that
shapes identities and power relations through sign systems. In response to the
findings of the article, the following points are emphasized: Cultural
paradiplomacy, as an informal diplomacy, corrects unidimensional narratives
about Iran through tools such as artistic and scientific exchanges. Practical
solutions include urban diplomacy, digital platforms, and strengthening non-
governmental scholarly networks. Cultural paradiplomacy can free the discourse
of Iran ology from the monopoly of political and orientalist narratives. The
research method of the present article is qualitative with a case-based approach
using library sources and first-hand documents.

Keywords:Cultural Paradiplomacy, Iran Ology, Stuart Hall, Representation,
Soft Power, Discourse
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2. Othering
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1. Semiotic Negotiation

2. Strategic Reframing

3. Discursive Struggle

4. Symbolic Capital

5. Narrative Authority

6. (Credible Identity) Alternative
7. Discursive Breathing Space

8. Non-Governmental
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