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ABSTRACT @0
Arbaeen pilgrimage, as one of the most significant and largest :c..vc -

religious events in the Islamic world, possesses extensive
cultural, social, and religious capacities that can be effectively
utilized as tools for cultural diplomacy and the global
discourse on Mahdism. The theoretical framework of this study Received: 13/08/2025
is based on an integration of ritual action theory, social Accepted: 25/08/2025
identity theory, cultural symbolism, soft power, and the
concept of the public sphere, all of which are employed to
explain the potential of the Arbaeen pilgrimage in promoting
cultural diplomacy and advancing the global Mahdist
discourse. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this
study examines the capacities of Arba’een from two
dimensions: the pilgrimage texts and the mass walk itself. The
findings indicate that the Arbaeen texts, emphasizing concepts
such as justice, hope in the appearance of Imam Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) , and the connection between Keywords:
the Ashura uprising and the anticipation of the Mahdi’s

emergence, play a crucial role in strengthening an active Arbaeen Pilgrimage,

culture of expectation. Moreover, the Arbaeen walk, as a Arbaeen Walk,
massive and transcultural gathering, provides a platform for Mahdism, Culture of
disseminating Mahdist messages and fostering global Islamic Expectation,

unity. The study concludes that the intelligent and systematic 7 Cultural Diplomacy,

utilization of these capacities can significantly contribute to the
development of Islamic cultural diplomacy and the promotion
of Mahdist discourse, though it requires careful planning, .
education, and the removal of cultural and security obstacles. Unity.

Global Discourse
Formation, Islamic

* The contents of the Journal reflect the thoughts and views of the authors, and the Journal is not

responsible for this. https://cdrj.icro.ir
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